The experiment was conducted with 108 day old straight-run Hubbard Classic broiler chicks for a period of 35 days to investigate the effects of citric acid, commercial herbal additive (Keqinling) and their combination on growth and carcass traits of broiler. The dietary treatments were control (T 0 ), 0.5% citric acid (T 1 ), 0.2% Keqinling (T 2 ) and combination of 0.5% citric acid +0.2% Keqinling (T 3 ). Final live weight was 1615, 1710, 1707 and 1795g in control, 0.5% citric acid, 0.2% Keqinling and their combination groups respectively. The highest live weight gain (1748g) was found in combination group followed by 0.5% citric acid (1664g), 0.2% Keqinling (1660g), and the lowest (1568g)in control group.
Introduction
Growth promoters are now recognized in broiler industry as feed additives for faster growth and economic meat production (Bhuyan et al. 1977) .
They also improve the efficiency of feed utilization (Milligan et al. 1955 ). There are several antibiotics which allowed to be used in poultry production (Jones and Ricket 2003) Evidence exist that, antibiotic resistance genes can be transmitted from animal to human microbiota (Greko 2001) . Probiotics, prebiotics, organic acids, herbs and herbal products are some substitute approach of antibiotics in poultry production (Fuller 1989 and Chaveerach et al. 2004 ). Among other alternatives, organic acids work in poultry, not only as a growth promoter (Abdel-Azeem et al. 2000; Fushimi 2001 and Abdo 2004 ) but also as a meaningful tool of controlling all enteric bacteria, both pathogenic and non-pathogenic (Naidu, 2000 and Wolfenden et al. 2007 ). Citric acid is an organic acid decreased feed intake and increased daily weight gain and feed conversion efficiency of broiler.
Considering these facts citric acid is safe for human and can be used as growth promoter in broiler production. Another alternative to antibiotic growth promoters (AGPs) is herbal feed additive. This can be used in poultry diet due to their antimicrobial properties (Dorman and Deans 2000) .
Many herbs and their bioactive constituents possess a broad antimicrobial activity (Lewis et al. 2003) . The beneficial characters of herb are due to their chemical compounds which are effective against control of pathogen (Cowan 1999), antioxidant activity (Botsoglou et al. 2002 (Botsoglou et al. , 2004 , digestion aid by stimulation of endogenous enzyme activity and absorption of nitrogen (Gill 2001) 
Materials and Methods
The research work was carried out in the poultry Table 1 and 2, respectively. 
Calculated from Wiseman (1987); CA= Citric acid; K= Keqinling
Data were analyzed using statistical SPSS (11.5) program for one way ANOVA. DMRT (Duncan 1955 ) was done to know the difference among the treatment means according to Steel and Torrie (1980) .
Results and Discussion
The initial live weights of different treatments were almost similar. At the end of the trial, combination of CA and Keqinling group attained the highest 1795g live weight (p<0.05) followed by 1710, 1707 and 1615g in 0.5% citric acid (T 1 ), 0.2% Keqinling (T 2 ) and control (T 0 ) group respectively (Table 3) At the end of trial, the combination (T 3 ) group showed numerically higher feed intake than other groups (T 0 , T 1 and T 2 ).
Total feed intake was also shown in Table 3 .
Numerically higher final feed intake was found in combination (T 3 ) group followed by 0.5% Table 3 . Growth performances, feed intake, feed conversion efficiency and feed conversion ratio of broilers receiving different dietary treatment group respectively which was remained almost same in all groups.
However, significant differences were observed among the treatment groups (Table 4) 
